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WHEREAS, an increasing and unacceptable number of Washinglon citizens are homeless or at
risk of becoming homeless; and '

WHEREAS, the factors that contribute to homelessness are many and cornplex, incleding a
lack of affordable housing, a shortage of family wage jobs, the presence of domestic violence, a
shortage of special needs housing with support services, lhe problems of alcoholism, substance
abuse, and mental illness and the growing number of troubled youth; and

WHEREAS, private businesses, charitable organizations, cities, counties, the federal
gaveryneny, the state of Washington and private citizens are investing resources 1o assist people
who are homeless and to prevent homelessness, recognizing that homelessness is a multifaceted

problem requiring coordination of resources and efforts from the private sector and from all
levels of govemment;

NOW THER.EFOﬁE, 1, Mike Lowry, Governor of the state of Washington. by virtue of the

authority vested in me, do hereby re-establish a State Advisory Council on Homelessness as
follows:

1. The Council shall consist of not more than 20 members, appointed by the Govemor, who

- represent private businesses, nonprofit organizations that provide services to hameless

peopic, public housing authorities, cities, counties, the federal government, youth and at
least one person who is, or has been, homeless.

Membership will also include the directors or designees of the Department of
Comnmunity, Trade, and Economic Development; the Department of Social and Health
Services; the Employment Security’ Department; the Department of Health; the
Department of General Administration; the Department of Velerans Affairs; the
Department of Cotrections; the Office of Financial Management; the State Board of
Community and Technical Colleges; and the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction. State agency directors shall name designees who have the authority 1o make
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‘the Department of Cenwnunity, Trade, and Economjc Developmen

policy or te implement changes. A member of the Governor's [xecutive Policy Staff
shall also serve on the Council.

The members of the Council whe do not represent state sgencies shail be appointed for

four-year termis. The terms of six initial appointees shatl be for two years, and the terms
of six shall be for three years.

The Governor shall appoint the chair of the Council, A vice chair shall be selected by the
Council from among the members. Memibers shall serve without compensation except
for reimbursement for travel expenses in accordance with Depanment of Contmuniiy,
Trade, and Economic Development policies. Staffing to the Counci] shall be provided by

the Department of Comnmunity, Trade, and Economic Development with assistance from
member state agencies.

Each state agency shall cooperate with the Council and famish it with such information
as necessary Lo meet the respansibilities speiled out below.

The Council shall meet zt [2ast quartedly in a location agreed upon by the members and

‘The Council shall carry out the following 1esponsibilities:

a. .Make annual policy recommendations lo the Govemor and to the ARordzble

Housing Advisory Board on Ways 10 enhance (he state’s ability
needs of people who are homeless, who are at risk o
have been homeless. As part of the recommendatio
review the status of actions recommended in the 19
Task Force an Homelessness.

to respond to the
fbecoming homeless, or who
n process, the Councif will

90 report of the Governor's

b. Increase the awereness of homelessness issue
agencies and local organizations that
homeless, and promote trainin
homeless, wh

5 3t state and local government
provide senvices to peaple who are

g for employees to better serve people who ce
0 are at risk of becoming homeless, or who have been homeless.

c. Provide the opportunity for an integrated state agency approach regarding the
issuc of homelessness, and promote interagency caoperation in distribiting public
information to educate the general public about the needs of people who are

homeless, and provide homeless people and service providers wath current _
infortnation about available resources.

Promate the public will 16 end hotmelessness.



